
 Greetings to all our readers  

Coming up 

Karikari Panui 

Hello and warm greetings to all our faithful readers and sup-

porters. Walking on the beach a few days ago I spotted frolicking 

swimmers. I expect this means summer is on the way, but I am not 

planning on checking the water temperature yet. Another thing com-

ing up is the crazy season with fireworks. Despite the rain we’ve had 

over previous months, fireworks are still banned across the penin-

sula. Please make sure your guests and family are aware of this.  

 

Right: the flag at Karikari Hall flew at half-mast to pay tribute to the 

passing of Queen Elizabeth 11. 

 

Have your noticed the re-vamped ladies washroom in the Kari-

kari Community Hall? 

Many thanks to two of our local tradesmen who donated their time, materials and skills, to 

smarten up the vanity area.  

Jez Knight –carpenter–has refurbished the kauri shelves. Gavin Comer–tiler– has tiled the 

splash-back above the basins. Thank you to both of you. The work is fabulous. 

 

The Karikari Fire Brigade will deliver water across the peninsula. Charges are per 5,000 

litres:  $130.00 for local area and $140.00 to Rangiputa . To order contact 0274501080 with 

your details and make payment to Bank account: KKFB 12 3096 0027374 00. Include name 

and address in reference. Please keep check of your water tank as you may be disappointed if 

same day delivery is not possible. Please note: there are No Sunday Deliveries.  

 

Whatuwhiwhi Recycling Station Hours:  open Mon -Weds - Fri 7.30 -1pm. Weekends: 9-

1pm. Make sure your recycling is clean please. Rubbish day over the Peninsula is Wednesday. 

Bags are available at Bayview Store, and also at  local supermarkets. There is really no excuse 

for the dumping of household rubbish near Coca Cola Lake (or anywhere else) as noted by lo-

cal Ian Burke on the Karikari Area Facebook Page.  

Wet Wipes: these go in the rubbish not through the sewer system!   

 

A huge thanks to all our supporters who have enabled the Panui to continue for another year, 

including Rural Delivery who ensure the hard-copy of the Panui gets into letter-boxes, and the 

contributors to this edition.  Your help is much appreciated. 
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Special points of interest: 

 Non-urgent police calls—phone 105. Your 

call will be treated confidentially. 

 Advertisers: Thank you to those who 

support this community newsletter. Ad-

verts are $20 a year to cover printing 

costs.  

 Alcohol Drug Helpline: 0800 787 797 

(24/7) 

 Meth Helpline: 0800 638 443 or visit 

drughelp.org.nz/meth 

 Crimestoppers NZ: 0800 555 111 

 Healthline: 0800 611 116. Free 24 hour 

health advice when you need it. 
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Thanks Eli for helping 

Donna make repairs on the 

corner garden after damage 

was done to them recently. 

Thank you also to Leona 

for restoring the mosaic 

signs.  

Everything is beginning to 

flourish again. Lets hope 

no more problems occur 

for this pretty spot.  

https://www.facebook.com/larraine.mcmahon


Batons Up: A Huge Achievement 
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"This is the best night I've had here," said one of the revelers 

at the recent Batons Up fundraising event held at Karikari 

Community Hall. From the many jolly faces, exuberant 

cheers for winners, and the abundant food and prizes, this 

sentiment was well-borne out by all who attended. 

 

The Hall Committee Chairperson, Judy Billington, said, "I 

am so proud of the team effort which made this event such a 

success. Everyone came together, using their particular skills 

and talents, sharing the many tasks. They are a wonderful 

committee to work with."  

 

Some $4000 was raised on the night, thanks to the generosity 

of all those who donated prizes, including many locals who 

raided their pantries to contribute groceries. As well as the 

Batons Up section of the night, there were also raffles and an 

auction. These were pleasingly supported by those present. 

Thank you everyone for your support. 

 

The night was such a success that it could become an annual 

event–though with a few tweaks to improve it, said Mrs Bill-

ington. The committee have taken onboard feedback so fu-

ture similar events would be even better. 

The main prize was a night for two at Carrington Estate. This 

was won by Robin Billington (below) – a worthy recipient of 

the prize. No doubt his wife will accompany him. 

Thank you to all the generous  

contributors of prizes: 
Abstract Hair Studio Kaitaia 

Ali Lees 

Archibald Cars Kaitaia 

Aroha Hair Design Kaitaia 

Bells Produce 

Browns Pharmacy Kaitaia 

Carrington Estate 

Colin Gilcrest 

Debbie & Greg Flutey 

Farmlands Kaitaia 

Furniture Plus 

Haze Real Estate 

Heather Rogers 

Hunting and Fishing Kaitaia 

Hunting and Fishing Whangarei 

Inlets Surf Kaitaia 

Jackie & Alf 

Jensen Family 

John & Sharon Pike 

Jordan Urlich: Scentsy 

Kaitaia Chinese Takeaways 

Kaitaia Fish Shop 

Kaitaia Tractors 

Kawhe Hub Kaitaia 

Karikari Rural Fire Brigade 

Lyn Martin 

Maddy Bronson 

Mana Kai Honey 

Mitre 10 Kaitaia 

PakNSave Kaitaia 

Peninsula Takeaways 

Ryder Sports 

Sana Ryan 

Signs of Life Kaitaia 

Total Results Training 

Trish Williams 

Turkish Kebabs & Pizza Kaitaia 

Viva Beauty Kaitaia 

Whatuwhiwhi Takeaways 

Whatuwhiwhi Top 10 

And the many locals who also gave so 

generously. 

Waikura Landscaping and Native Plant Services Ltd.       
Native plants for beautification and protection of wet-

lands, lifestyle blocks, dunes, lakes, hedging, wind 

breaks and more. Ph Sana on 0212167720. 
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Peninsula Takeaways & Café Ltd. 
Check out Mo and Donny Lawrence’s food caravan 

in the grounds of Karikari Community Hall. They 

provide a wide range of takeaway food and drinks. 

Eftpos available. Phone orders on 022 402 7515. 

 

Monday - Wednesday Closed 

Thursday - 12noon to 7pm 

Friday - 12noon to 7pm 

Saturday - 12noon to 7pm 

Sunday - 12noon to 7pm 

Above left: the prizes 

arrayed in their glory. 

Above right: Do we 

have the winning 

ticket? 

Left: MC Thomson 

Lawrence kept every-

one on their toes. 

Right: some of the 

team in action. 

Below left: Debera 

with her prize. 

Below right: another  

winner selects an en-

velope. 
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Meeting and Greeting 

Some forty folk, including several delightful children, turned 

up at the Karikari Hall recently in response to an invitation 

to meet newcomers to the Peninsula. It was heartening to see 

many locals arrive ready to chat and share information about 

local clubs and activities. The group included folk who had 

been here about fifty years, to just a few months.  

 

Organiser of the event, Debera Mcleod, opened the morning 

with a warm welcome and invited everyone to mix and min-

gle–a suggestion all took to heart. The plates of food, spread 

across gaily-decorated tables added to the pleasant atmos-

phere. 

 

Bertha Yerkovich showed the first 'phone book' from the 

area–an A4 sheet of paper. She became quite emotional 

reading names of those long gone. She also gave a brief his-

tory of the Hall's development and the installation of the 

ANZAC memorial. We were told to look at the stones 

placed around the memorial 'with imagination' and we might 

see a waka with three people in it.  

 

Karen Urlich spoke of the many friendships she had devel-

oped since marrying the 'boy-next-door' and said we could 

all be proud of living in such a friendly community. 

 

The success of the morning will most likely see it become an 

annual event.  

Photos show residents–new and old–chatting and getting to know each 

other . Middle photo: Bertha talking about ‘old times’. 
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The Collective Us 
 

To purchase a copy of this book, $20, phone Liz 027 7779 

407 or buy directly from the website pjlee.org.  

She can deliver on the Peninsula. 

Bay Heights Upholstery 
 

Marine - Domestic - Automotive - Squabs -  

Boat-covers -  Zip replacements. Contact John  

09 408 7478  

 

72 Bay Heights Drive,  

Whatuwhiwhi  

Above: A group photo was taken to record this special occasion.  



No More Eggs from Selwyn 

Page 6 Karikari Panui 

It’s time to hang up the egg basket and take a well-deserved rest 
for Selwyn Bennett.  After many years of supplying the commu-
nity with delicious free-range eggs Sel has decided it is time to 
retire—properly this time. He’s tried to retire before but other 
things—including chickens–got in the way.  

The chickens were supposed to be a hobby-he’d enjoyed them 
since the days he gathered eggs for his grandmother. However, 
as he says, “the hobby ran wild”.  

Sel’s first love was the sea. School held no interest for him and he 
left before his 15th birthday. He tried a few jobs but kept eyes 
and ears open to learn how to join a crew in the merchant navy. 
For a 16 year old from Otahuhu this was a real eye-opener. Over 
the next ten years he worked in both the NZ and British Mer-
chant Navies and got to see many ports around the world. He 
loved his ‘dream job’. 

When he left he had to learn about shore life–he couldn’t drive 
but that didn’t stop him getting a job as a truck driver for Domin-
ion Breweries. The other drivers taught him how to handle a 
truck and one day they flagged down a passing police officer and 
got him to take Sel for his licence–he passed of course. 

Eventually Sel swapped a game-boat for the Café de Paris, a no-
torious pub in Palmerston North. Sel and Ivy enjoyed the pub life 
and he gained valuable experience in working in a wide variety 
of situations. They had over ten pubs in their career.  

Sel’s skill in handling tricky customers in the Rising Sun (K Rd) 
drew the attention of the Breweries and he was offered a contract 
as Hotel Manager at the Boroko Hotel in New Guinea. 

Sel has many stories from his years behind the bar but few could 
beat this one. One to two thousand patrons could fit along the 
Boroko Bar. According to Sel, it was fortunate that the police sta-
tion was opposite the hotel. When problems arose at the bar, the 
police ran out with tear-gas and brought everyone under control. 

Sel was also involved in Rugby League– serving as Chairman on 
the Auckland and National levels. As a rep on the International 
Board he got to travel overseas a number of times, including to 
France, Morocco and Russia.  

He has no regrets about his exciting life and now considers him-
self a ’fair weather’ sailor. When the waves are flatter he plans to 
go fishing.  

“I’ve worked hard, and I’m happy with what I’ve achieved,” Sel 
said. “I love my new place with stunning views of the ocean.” 

I expect if you pop in for a visit there will be a cup of tea and 
time for a good yarn.  

Thanks Sel, for all the eggs over the years. They were delicious. 

Mother’s Union:  
Karikari Peninsula  

 

Contact Norma Evans 028 406 5431  

or  

Norma Stephens 027 2927 009     

For friendly fellowship. 

Above: Sel in the garden of his previous home. 



The recent meeting of the KR&RA was well attended 

with 18 present, and the FNDC being represented 

by Felicity Foy, Adele Gardener and Joe Carr. 

Cr Foy spoke of the state of SH 1 and alternative routes 

out of the area, together with their general disrepair. She 

was well prepared with facts and figures concerning the 

historical underfunding of roading in Northland and the 

impact this has had on the roading infrastructure going 

back many years. In a nutshell, it appears that the future 

of the Mangamuka stretch is grim, and the hunt is on for 

an alternative route. Extending the railway is not a seri-

ous option. 

There were questions from those present, after which Cr. 

Foy addressed some concerns from Marreine 

Place residents who were present. 

Report from Brian Page, Chair of the Karikari 

Residents and Ratepayers Association 
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ments are met. At this stage, we are hoping to be able 
to get construction completed before next winter, but it 
will depend on whether the proposed design solution is 
acceptable and how long the consultation process 
takes. 
It should be noted that this solution is intended to re-
solve the regular localised ponding issue and the pump 
will not provide protection from flooding during a very 
large storm event.   
2. Updating our flood models and considering op-
tions to reduce future flood risk for the wider catch-
ment 
During our meeting we discussed the flooding that was 
experienced in August and identified a number of prop-
erties that were damaged. We confirmed that the main 
source of flooding was from the wetlands, which flowed 
north along Marreine Place and affected the road and 
properties in and around Marreine Place, Paremata 
Nexus Rd and Simon Urlich Rd. As this is not what our 
current flood model predicts will happen, we need to get 
the model updated to ensure it is accurate.  
3. Condition assessment of assets and future main-
tenance 
A CCTV inspection will be made of all the storm water 
pipes in the area to ensure they are clear of blockages 
and functioning as they should and that they are in-
cluded in a regular maintenance programme. 
This information was provided by a ratepayer who has 
been in private communication with FNDC staff. It is 
unclear if the previously agreed to lines of communica-
tion to the Karikari Ratepayers Association have been 
followed by FNDC regarding these proposed works. 

FNDC Responds 

Congratulations to all the successful candidates in the  

recent local body elections. 

Mayor: Moko Tepania. 

Northland Regional Council: Far North: Joe Carr 

Te Hiku  councillors: Felicity Foy and Mate Radich. 

Te Hiku Community Board Whatuwhiwhi  subdivision: Bill 

Subritzky 

1. Proposed works to address localised flooding at 
southern end of Marreine Place 
A meeting was held with FNDC staff on Monday 10 Octo-
ber to agree on a preferred solution based on the options 
presented in a stormwater assessment and remedial de-
sign options report prepared by Haigh Workman. The 
meeting was attended by Dawn Spence (Asset Strategy 
and Management Lead - Northland Transportation Alli-
ance (NTA)), Bernard Peterson (Maintenance & Opera-
tions Manager – NTA), Helen Ronaldson (Manager - As-
set Management Infrastructure Planning) and Sophie 
Jones (Three Waters) who provided these notes.   
It was decided that the best solution would be to install a 
pump to allow drainage of water from the road even when 
the water level in the wetland is high. To provide addi-
tional protection, the existing bund will be extended and 
raised by approximately 200mm. We may also retain a 
gravity outfall so that water from the road can be dis-
charged to the wetland without the need for pumping 
when the wetland water levels are low; but this has not 
been confirmed. We have had an initial discussion with 
DoC and will be working with them to ensure the required 
Iwi consultation takes place and all consenting require-

Yet again Ventia have had to lift out the pump  at the sewer pump 

station at the north end of Tokerau Beach. The issue is that people 

are flushing wet wipes and other things that should not go anywhere 

near the toilet. This includes unbelievably fish frames! 

This could easily cause a major sewer spill into the ocean.  



Getting your garden bird-ready 
 

Birds can bring a sense of harmony to the garden—as long as 

they aren’t dropping rubbish in the gutters to end up in the wa-

ter-tank. However there are many native birds that we could 

make extra effort to welcome. 

 

The easiest way to do this is to ensure that you have bird-

friendly plants to provide food and shelter. Spring is the best 

time to get those plants in the ground. Try to use eco-sourced 

plants (those that occur naturally in our area- see Sana Ryan's 

advert for sourcing suitable plants). Plants could include kow-

hai, flax, kakabeak, and tarata for nectar, and karamū and 

korokia for fruit. Examples of trees that encourage birdlife are 

titoki and cabbage tree. 

 

Insects are a popular source of food for many of our garden 

birds, and leaving mulch, leaf litter or piles of sticks makes an 

ideal habitat. The insects will in turn attract insect-eaters like 

fantails -pīwakawaka and grey warbler - riroriro. 

The Karikari Community  

Library  at the Hall 

 

Open every Thursday from 10am to 1pm. 

Books for all ages,  Puzzles and DVDs 

 

Come and chat to the friendly librarian Ere 
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DO YOU NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?  

 

DO YOU FEEL ISOLATED, TRAPPED OR 

ANXIOUS? 

 

Experienced Counsellor and Life Coach 

offers confidential sessions on Zoom/Skype/

FaceTime/ Whats App Video with sliding scale 

of session fees.  

 

25% discount off website rates.  

 

 

Contact Irena: 

Irena@EmbracingOurChoices.com and/or 

visit www.EmbracingOurChoices.com. 

CCTV Project 

CCTV Project on-going support 

Donations are still needed to pay for on-going maintenance etc. 

Make your donation to Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers 

Association:  

CCTV Project ASB 12-3096-0035251-01 Include your name and CCTV for reference. 

Email: cctvkarikari@gmail.com 

Major Supporters – FMG , Meridian Energy , Top Energy, Northland CCTV,  Far 

North District Council 

Process for Accessing CCTV Footage: 

1. Lodge an incident report with the Police on the Crime Reporting Line: 105 

ASAP 

2. Send an email to cctvkarikari@gmail.com and contact northlandcctv.co.nz  

or 09 407 8788 with the following information ASAP:  

 - Your name 

 - Address 

 - Incident number (from Police) 

 - Your contact details 

 - Incident date and approx timeframes  

- Brief explanation of incident and what you want them to look for. 

3. The CCTV monitoring team will respond to your query and begin the search. This 

may take up to 3-4 business days due to workload.  

4. The CCTV Team will respond with outcomes and if applicable will provide footage/

images to police to accompany the file. Footage will be provided on a case-by-case ba-

sis. The Team must adhere to privacy policies and procedures and must ensure all infor-

mation is provided in the strictest of confidence.  

Whatuwhiwhi Takeaways  

 

(The shop on the corner of 

Tokerau Beach Rd and Carring-

ton Drive)  

Open Wed to Fri 4pm to 8pm; 

Sat + Sun 3pm to 8pm.  

Closed Mon + Tues. 

Make your phone orders on  

09 408 7848  

check out their Facebook page.  

 

Tuatua Tavern 

 

Open Mon to Fri 4pm to 12 mid-

night, Sat + Sun 3pm to 12 mid-

night. 
 

Some people just enjoyed getting their photo taken at the 

Baton’s Up!!! 

mailto:Irena@EmbracingOurChoices.com
http://www.EmbracingOurChoices.com
mailto:cctvkarikari@gmail.com


Absolute Gasfitting Ltd 
 

We are located in both Whangarei and  

Doubtless Bay. 

For all your supply and installation of gas appli-

ances including hobs and califonts  

contact Bruce Rowland:  

Registered Certifying Gasfitter 

Ph 021 771 889 / 09 459 4549                                                                

Or email: absolutegasfit@gmail.com 

Whatuwhiwhi Top 10 Holiday Park  
 

We offer the following for the Community. 
Casual Showers $5.00.  

Laundries: Hot & Cold machines. Coin operated. Open from 
10am-3pm for locals. Not during any Peak periods.  

 
Please park outside the gate on the grass area and register at 
the office. Dive fills are available daily from 10am to 1pm and 

3pm to 4pm. 
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Korari Ora 

 

Learn the art of flax weaving: 

Open to beginners, intermediate and ad-

vanced, one-to-one classes or groups. 

 

Ph Nina 021 0380 394 

Steve’s Outboard Service:  

For service and repairs to outboards. Also 

stockists of outboard motor oils 2&4 stroke, 

Verado & E-Tech oil at rrp. 

Phone  

406 7735 or 027 331 8801 

Free -View Installation and  

Servicing 
Over 20 years experience in the Far North 

We provide Quality Work and Materials. 

 

Ph Dave 027 496 5278 

Email:  

topend.antenna.ltd@gmail.com 

 

A.C.M.E RESIDENTIAL & LIFESTYLE PROP-

ERTY MAINTENANCE.  

New to the peninsula. Efficient and reliable lawn mowing 

and larger property maintenance service. Phone Bill on 

Mob 021 023 25971 or  

Email at william.dervan@hotmail.co.nz. 

mailto:william.dervan@hotmail.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Activities . 
These do not incur a charge for publication, although an occasional koha would not be turned away  

 
All Saints Anglican Church (off Wairahoraho Rd) Phone Rev. Robert Urlich   09 946 7564.  
Karikari Book Club: Ph Mary 027 490 7607. 2nd Weds of month at 7pm. An informal group 
who share their enjoyment of reading books and the occasional movie.  
Karikari Community Library: Open Thursdays 10am-1pm at the Hall. Come and get your 
reading supplies. $2 a year subscription. New books, Puzzles, DVDs and magazines in regu-
larly.  
Karikari Crafters: 10am on 1st Monday of the month. Contact Barbara 021 1864 442 or 
Leanne 021 1138 139 for information. 
Karikari Garden Club: 1st Tuesday of the month.  Contact Debera 027 4437 169 or Leigh 09 
408 7229. 
Karikari Indoor Bowls: Karikari Community Hall; Mon + Weds from 12:45 pm. For more infor-
mation contact Dot 027 4867 486.  
Karikari Hall Committee: meets first Tuesday of the month at 5pm at the hall. Chairper-
son: Judy Billington; 021 282 4597. Secretary: Sally Shirkie; Bookings: Nina Raharuhi; 021 
038 0394. 
Line dancing: Karikari Community Hall; Intermediate: Sunday 10.30am; Beginners: Thursdays 
at 10:30am. Gold coin Koha. Tutor:  Joy Hatcher. Mobile 021 407 855.  Great fun and easy be-
ginner's dances.  Social and fun interaction for all ages. 
Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers Association:  Chairperson: Brian Page; 09 408 

7197 or 027 322 1652. Treasurer/Secretary: Lesley McCormick; 027 7413230. Meets every 3rd 

Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm at the Hall. All are welcome. Subs are $15 a year per family. 

Pay to: ASB 12-3096-0035251-00. Please include your family name as reference. 

 

Amiee's Bakes 

Unique home-baked cakes and 

breads made to order with atten-

tion to flavour and flare.  

Amy specializes in making 

yummy breads and cakes the old 

fashioned way.  

Contact Amy to order and discuss 

delivery or pick-up options. 

Ph 021 022 61486. 

 

Defibrillators: These can be accessed at Bayview Store, Whatuwhiwhi; Karikari Peninsula Hall, and at White 

Sands Motel, Rangiputa. 
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Disclaimer: The Editors of Karikari Panui take no responsibility for the 

claims of any advertisers or veracity of any information supplied to them.  

Pilates Anyone? 

 

Pilates tutor Maree Allen-Cooke 

has recently relocated to Tokerau 

Beach and is available to teach 

this  

exercise routine. 

 

Phone 021 2722944 to learn 

154 Inland Road Tires:  

 
Tyre supplies, including bikes. 

Alignment, wheel balancing and 

puncture repairs.  

Get your fresh veges/fruit at 

the same time!   
Strawberries in Season! 

Ph 027 748 9402 or  

09 4067656. 

A suggestion from one of our readers: 

 

It’s a good idea to check storm-water 

pipes as the sewer system is being over-

loaded every time it rains. This can be 

as simple as a gully trap being too low 

and catching the storm-water. 


