
Warm Winter Greetings To All 

Coming up 

Karikari Panui 

Kia ora and warm greetings to all our readers, new and not so new.  
First of all, apologies for the slow completion of this, the final Panui edition of the 

Karikari Panui. This will be the last edition unless someone volunteers to carry it on. 

See page three for details if you would like to take on this community project. 

Tony and I have enjoyed producing it since July 2013, but it is time to close this chap-

ter in our lives.  Over the years, we expanded the role of the Panui in our community 

by adding this extended email version and a Facebook page. These have enabled sto-

ries and photos to be shared much further afield and more in-depth information pro-

vided to the community. Many of our stories were picked up by the Northland Age 

and we appreciated their support and encouragement over the years. 

Likewise we also appreciate and thank those who have contributed to our stories—

whether through phone calls, invitations to events or photos. Liz St George has been a 

regular support through her careful editing of the Panui, and many others have written 

additional stories for us. In the early days, Karen Urlich kindly printed the hard copy 

each edition and the Rural Delivery team has delivered it for us. We couldn’t have 

done it without you all.  

Our Facebook Page will continue to operate and information will be shared on this as 

it comes to hand.  

If you would like to consider taking on the editorship of the  Karikari Panui we 

can provide you with support. This is a voluntary role and there is  opportunity 

to make changes and enable it to grow further. See page three for more informa-

tion about this role. 

Matariki 2023 

Have you checked out the official website for 

celebrating Matariki? Go to www.matariki.com 

for activities and resources the whole whānau can 

participate in. 

Friday 14 July is the day when the return of the 

Matariki constellation is celebrated. Evidently, 

just before dawn is the optimal time to view it—

but be warned—it will be a tad chilly so jerseys and caps a priority. This day will also 

be a national holiday. 

Matariki is a time for remembrance, celebrating the present and looking to the future.  

The theme for 2023 is Matariki Kainga Hokia. The suggestion is for everyone to return 

to their home base, wherever that might be and celebrate with whānau and friends.  
The theme for 2023 is  
The Karikari Fire Brigade will deliver water across the peninsula. Charges are per 5,000 

litres:  $130.00 for local area and $140.00 to Rangiputa . To order, contact 0274501080 with 

your details and make payment to Bank account: KKFB 12 3096 0027374 00. Include name 

and address in reference. Please keep check of your water tank as you may be disappointed if 

same day delivery is not possible. Please note: there are No Sunday Deliveries.  

Wet Wipes: these go in the rubbish not through the sewer system!   
A huge thanks to all our supporters, including Rural Delivery who have delivered the hard-

copy of the Panui  for years, and the contributors to this edition.  Your help has always been 

appreciated. 
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Special points of interest: 

 Non-urgent police calls—phone 105. Your 

call will be treated confidentially. 

 Advertisers: Thank you to those who 

support this community newsletter. Adverts 

are $20 a year to cover printing costs.  

 Alcohol Drug Helpline: 0800 787 797 (24/7) 

 Meth Helpline: 0800 638 443 or visit 

drughelp.org.nz/meth 

 Crimestoppers NZ: 0800 555 111 

 Healthline: 0800 611 116. Free 24 hour 

health advice when you need it. 
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It was a while ago now, but a welcome break in the weather blessed those commemorating ANZAC Day at the 

Karikari Community Hall. Thomson Lawrence, Rural Fire Force chief, led the proceedings, and acknowledged 

Bertha Yerkovich who had organised this event over many previous years.  

The good-sized turn-out indicated the commitment local people have to remembering the sacrifice of those who 

paid the ultimate price for freedom. 

A number of wreaths—many made by community members—were placed at the memorial stone. The last post 

was played while the New Zealand flag was lowered and raised again. After the short service, where the ode 

was read and the national anthem sung, a morning tea was enjoyed by all.  

Thomson Lawrence has asked that any who feel they could contribute to the planning and organisation of future 

ANZAC Day services to please contact him; 02108667630. 

ANZAC DAY Service at Whatuwhiwhi 

In an emergency follow updates from Civil Defence 

at: www.facebook.com/civildefencenorthland  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/civildefencenorthland
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Waikura Landscaping and Native Plant Ser-

vices Ltd.        
Native plants for beautification and protection 

of wetlands, lifestyle blocks, dunes, lakes, 

hedging, wind breaks and more.  
Ph Sana on 0212167720. 

 

Perehipe Beach Access 

After heavy storms, locals recently took it into their own 

hands to restore the beach access for vehicles at Perehipe 

Beach. Waiting for ‘official’ help has not always been a 

practical option, so a huge well-done to those who brought 

in fill, used their own machinery, tools and effort, and got 

the access suitable for use again.  

Trees that had fallen in the storm were also dealt with by 

several locals. Fantastic work everyone who helped. 

Are you the Future of Our Karikari Panui? 

 

Could you be the next editor of this community news-

letter? 

Skills needed: 

 Rapport with a wide range of people and a be-

lief in the importance of a strong community. 

 Willingness and time to do the work without 

financial reward. 

 Computer skills including Microsoft Word and 

Publisher. 

 Ability to manage a Facebook page. 

 Ability to manage email lists and advertisers. 

 Good language skills and ability to write arti-

cles for publication. 

If you ticked yes to these and are interested in taking 

over the unpaid role of editor of the Karikari Panui as 

a service to the community, contact Leena for a chat. 

0276218878 

Support and help will be provided. 
 



Page 4 Karikari Panui 

Farewell to Judy and Robin Billington 
The community turned up with food, gifts, and well-wishes for Robin and Judy Billington as the couple 

prepared to leave the Peninsula for further adventures. They have lived at Tokerau Beach for some thirty 

years and have contributed to many aspects of community-life during that time.  

Robin served many years as Fire Chief at the Rangiputa Rural Fire Force, and Judy as the Secretary. She 

has also been involved with the Karikari First Response Group - Civil Defence, served as President for the 

Karikari Community Hall Committee and on the Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers Association.  

One of the first speakers at the organised luncheon for the couple was Evan McKay who thanked them for 

their work, acknowledging they had big shoes to fill, and said they were always welcome to come back. 

Judy expressed that the Peninsula had always been special to her and she felt a spiritual affinity to the area. 

She used the opportunity to remind those gathered that involvement in community affairs and groups was 

the way to feel connection and a sense of belonging. "Get involved in the mahi, then you will know the 

community," she said.  She also acknowledged that her work had been achieved by having the support of 

many others; "I couldn't have done it without you," she added, not letting the moment pass without a plug 

for the Residents and Ratepayers Association; "This group is our voice to the FNDC. Please support them 

to keep the Association going if you want things done on the Peninsula."  

Robin Billington said he was encouraged by the young people who were stepping up in a variety of roles. 

He also thanked those who tended to be in the background, but gave support in other ways such as finan-

cially. He also thanked the community for attending and putting on this 'do' for them. 

Gifts and flowers were presented to the couple on behalf of the Rangiputa Rural Fire Force by Vanessa 

Goodwin, Jo Armstrong and Raewyn Nixon. Terry Nixon praised Robin's mentorship, especially for the 

young ones coming through, saying this bodes well for the future of the team. 

Jo Armstrong will be taking over the responsibility of day to day management of the Rangiputa team as 

second in command, with oversight from Coran Stephens.  

Tony Gillespie thanked Judy for all the work she had done in the local Civil Defence group especially dur-

ing times of difficulty. He also injected some light humour by thanking her for keeping him focused over 

the last twenty years, fixing the house she had sold him when she was working in real estate.  

More thanks came from resident Bertha Yerkovich who expressed her gratitude for everything the Billing-

tons had done for the community, and Judy's friendship. Further acknowl-

edgments came from the Bowling Club, the Garden Club and other resi-

dents.  
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Karikari Community Hall  

Brick Fundraiser 

 

For just $50 you can support the Hall by pur-

chasing  a Brick to be displayed in the Hall 

with your name on it.  

To order yours ph Barbara 021 1864 442. 

Have a look at the new bricks installed in the 

Hall.  
 

Karikari Community Hall News 

 A general working bee is planned for 24th September to clean the hall inside and out and repair any-

thing that needs repairing. There will be a BBQ afterwards to thank helpers.  
 The last market for the year will be on Sunday October 22nd. People will need to book a space early 

as the market is getting very popular and space is at a premium.  
 The hall pantry has a shortage of teaspoons and if anyone is throwing some out, they would be very 

much appreciated.  
 Keep an eye out on their Facebook page—news and events are mentioned there regularly.  

Tokerau Beach Book Exchange 

This wonderful little community 

resource has had a wee upgrade to 

fix storm-damage and is back in 

operation.  Its so encouraging to 

see how the community goes into 

action when something needs do-

ing. 

Stop to choose a book or two to 

while away these wet wintry days. 

There is something for every age 

and interest.   

You can always add a book or two 

once you’ve read them.  

Remember these guys? 

The Stone boys are still available to do all 

sorts of odd jobs around your home—even 

walking the dog.  

I can highly recommend them. The work they 

did in my garden saved my back and arms 

and still looks fabulous. 

You can contact them on 021 2508 209 

Mother’s Union:  

 
Karikari Peninsula  

 

Contact Norma Evans  

028 406 5431  

or  

Norma Stephens  

027 2927 009     

 

For friendly fellowship. 

Karikari Peninsula Residents and Rate-

payers next meeting is July 18 at 7pm 

at the Hall. All welcome. 



Niuean Print Making Workshop 
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Earlier in the year a team from Tupumaiaga a Niue Trust visited 

our area and provided a fabulous and free print-making workshop 

based on the traditional Niuean practice of Hiapo—printmaking. 

 

The team were well-received and participants enjoyed a fascinat-

ing morning creating beautiful objects. Some even took the op-

portunity to further embellish their clothing! 

Can you spot yourself or a 

neighbour? 

Such a lot of beautiful designs 

were created on the day  by 

youngsters and those a little 

older.   



Pink Ribbon Fundraiser 
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Bay Heights Upholstery 

 

Marine - Domestic - Automotive - Squabs -  Boat-

covers -  Zip replacements. Contact John  

09 408 7478  

 

72 Bay Heights Drive,  

Whatuwhiwhi  

Request for Service 
 

To make an RFS simply phone 0800 920029 or follow the prompts 

on their website:  

www.fndc.govt.nz/Your-council/Contact-council 

 

For noise complaints Ph 0800 347787 

Though it was a wet day outside, hearts were warm when just over a dozen folk gathered recently to 

support the Pink Ribbon Campaign—raising funds for breast-cancer research. The event was organ-

ised by Vicki and Danielle of Tokerau Beach.  

$421 was raised through gold coin donation, silent auction, a raffle and guess the number of sweets in 

a jar. Winners were: Sylvia Bryan who won both the raffle and Guess the Sweets! Petrice Cancare 

won the silent auction, taking home a bottle of wine. 

Drinks, nibbles and catching up with old friends made the day 

even more special. 

Photo from left: Kathy Valadaras, Sylvia Bryan, Danielle Hof-

fam and Vicki Ammundsen. 

Many thanks to the family on Simon Urlich Road that hosted 

this event.  

Photo below:  Ali, Jenny, Leena, Donna, and Bubs. 

If you would like to hold a Pink Ribbon fundrais-

ing event go to www.pinkribbonbreakfast.co.nz 
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CCTV Project 

CCTV Project on-going support 

Donations are still needed to pay for on-going maintenance etc. 

Make your donation to Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepay-

ers Association:  

CCTV Project ASB 12-3096-0035251-01 Include your name and CCTV for reference. 

Email: cctvkarikari@gmail.com 

Major Supporters – FMG , Meridian Energy , Top Energy, Northland CCTV,  Far 

North District Council 

Process for Accessing CCTV Footage: 

1. Lodge an incident report with the Police on the Crime Reporting Line: 105 

ASAP 

2. Send an email to cctvkarikari@gmail.com and contact northlandcctv.co.nz  

or 09 407 8788 with the following information ASAP:  

 - Your name 

 - Address 

 - Incident number (from Police) 

 - Your contact details 

 - Incident date and approx timeframes  

- Brief explanation of incident and what you want them to look for. 

3. The CCTV monitoring team will respond to your query and begin the search. This 

may take up to 3-4 business days due to workload.  

4. The CCTV Team will respond with outcomes and if applicable will provide footage/

images to police to accompany the file. Footage will be provided on a case-by-case ba-

sis. The Team must adhere to privacy policies and procedures and must ensure all infor-

mation is provided in the strictest of confidence.  

WHATUWHIWHI TAKEAWAYS 

NEW TRADING HOURS  

 

Mondays-Closed 

Tuesday-Sunday: open 11am - 8pm until 

further notice. 

 

For more info and to make your phone 

orders: 

Ph: 09 408 7848  

 
Check out their Facebook page.  

 

Tuatua Tavern 

 

Open Mon to Fri 4pm to 12 midnight, Sat 

+ Sun 3pm to 12 midnight. 
 

 

The Collective Us 
 

To purchase a copy of this book, $20, phone Liz 

027 7779 407 or buy directly from the website 

pjlee.org.  

She can deliver on the Peninsula. 

mailto:cctvkarikari@gmail.com


Absolute Gasfitting Ltd 
 

We are located in both Whangarei and  

Doubtless Bay. 

For all your supply and installation of gas appliances 

including hobs and califonts.  

Contact Bruce Rowland:  

Registered Certifying Gasfitter 

Ph 021 771 889 / 09 459 4549                                                                

Or email: absolutegasfit@gmail.com 

Whatuwhiwhi Top 10 Holiday Park  
 

We offer the following for the Community. 
Casual Showers $5.00.  

Laundries: Hot & Cold machines. Coin operated. Open from 
10am-3pm for locals. Not during any Peak periods.  

 
Please park outside the gate on the grass area and register at 
the office. Dive fills are available daily from 10am to 1pm and 

3pm to 4pm. 
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Korari Ora 

 

Learn the art of flax weaving: 

Open to beginners, intermediate and ad-

vanced, one-to-one classes or groups. 

 

Ph Nina 021 0380 394 

Steve’s Outboard Service:  

For service and repairs to outboards. Also 

stockists of outboard motor oils 2&4 stroke, 

Verado & E-Tech oil at rrp. 

Phone  

406 7735 or 027 331 8801 

Free -View Installation and  

Servicing 

Over 20 years experience in the Far North. 

We provide Quality Work and Materials. 

We also do Starlink installations. 

Ph Dave 027 496 5278 

Email:  

topend.antenna.ltd@gmail.com 
 

A.C.M.E RESIDENTIAL & LIFESTYLE PROP-

ERTY MAINTENANCE.  

New to the peninsula. Efficient and reliable lawn mowing 

and larger property maintenance service. Phone Bill on 

Mob 021 023 25971 or  

Email at william.dervan@hotmail.co.nz. 

mailto:william.dervan@hotmail.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Activities . 
These do not incur a charge for publication, although an occasional koha would not be turned away  

 
All Saints Anglican Church (off Wairahoraho Rd) Phone Rev. Robert Urlich   09 946 7564.  
Karikari Book Club: Ph Mary 027 490 7607. 2nd Weds of month at 7pm. An informal group 
who share their enjoyment of reading books and the occasional movie.  
Karikari Community Library: Open Thursdays 10am-1pm at the Hall. Come and get your 
reading supplies. $2 a year subscription. Books, Puzzles, DVDs and magazines in regularly.  
Karikari Crafters: 10am on 1st Monday of the month. Contact Barbara 021 1864 442 or 
Leanne 021 1138 139 for information.  
Karikari Garden Club: 1st Tuesday of the month.  Contact Debera 027 4437 169 or Leigh 09 
408 7229. 
Karikari Indoor Bowls: Karikari Community Hall; Mon + Weds from 12:45 pm. For more infor-

mation contact Dot 027 4867 486.  
Karikari Hall Committee: meets first Tuesday of the month at 6pm at the hall. Chairper-
son: Leanne Day; 021 113 8139. Secretary: Sally Shirkie; 022 154 2066. Bookings: Nina Raha-
ruhi; 021 038 0394. 
Line dancing: Karikari Community Hall; Intermediate: Sunday 10.30am; Beginners: Thursdays 
at 10:30am. Gold coin Koha. Tutor:  Joy Hatcher. Mobile 021 407 855.  Great fun and easy be-
ginner's dances.  Social and fun interaction for all ages. 
Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers Association:  Chairperson: Brian Page; 09 408 

7197 or 027 322 1652. Treasurer/Secretary: Lesley McCormick; 027 7413230. Meets every 3rd 

Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm at the Hall. All are welcome. Subs are $15 a year per family. 

Pay to: ASB 12-3096-0035251-00. Please include your family name as reference. The next 

meeting is July 18 at 7pm at the Hall. 

 

Amiee's Bakes 

Unique home-baked cakes and 

breads made to order with atten-

tion to flavour and flare.  

Amy specializes in making 

yummy breads and cakes the old 

fashioned way.  

Contact Amy to order and discuss 

delivery or pick-up options. 

Ph 021 022 61486. 

 

Defibrillators: These can be accessed at Bayview Store, Whatuwhiwhi; Karikari Peninsula Hall, and at White 

Sands Motel, Rangiputa. 
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Disclaimer: The Editors of Karikari Panui take no responsibility for the 

claims of any advertisers or veracity of any information supplied to them.  

Pilates Anyone? 

 

Pilates tutor Maree Allen-Cooke 

has recently relocated to Tokerau 

Beach and is available to teach 

this  

exercise routine. 

 

Phone 021 2722944 to learn 

154 Inland Road Tires:  

 
Tyre supplies, including bikes. 

Alignment, wheel balancing and 

puncture repairs.  

Get your fresh veges/fruit at 

the same time!   
Strawberries in Season! 

Ph 027 748 9402 or  

09 4067656. 

 

The Karikari Community  

Library  at the Hall 

Open every Thursday from 10am to 

1pm. 

Books for all ages,  puzzles and 

DVDs. 

$2 a year to join. 


