
 Happy New Year to all our Readers  

Coming up 

Karikari Panui - Bringing Community Together 

Kia ora koutou and a warm welcome to another year of news from the Karikari 

Panui Team. It seems we are back in the Red - after a short spell in Orange - so I 

guess its life as usual for us.  It was lovely to see family and friends over Christmas, 

and from the crowds we saw on the beaches, in front yards, and on the roads, it seems 

plenty of others enjoyed a beautiful summer on the Karikari Peninsula also.  

Spare a thought for those fighting the on-going fires over at Waiharara (and the recent 

one off Inland Rd!). Its been a long and arduous task for 

those working there, and for anyone affected it must be 

dreadful. The few times we have woken with smoke affecting 

us have been nothing compared to the conditions folk across 

the water are putting up with. Well done and thank you to all 

the fire-fighters and their support teams -you are  legends!  

The DHB has advised that testing Wastewater at Whatu-

whiwhi detected Covid 19 on 31 January. The old Warehouse 

building in Kaitaia offers testing 9-3 most days. 
 

Mary has sent us this short exercise routine - perfect if you 

have to stay at home for any length of time. It is called Fabulous 50s and is suitable 

for older people to get stretching.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ni_LA3oYQh8 
 

Peninsula Takeaways have advised us they are operating again from 5 February 

10am-8pm. They are located outside the Karikari Community Hall.  
 

Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers Association first meeting for the year 

is set for Tuesday 8th February 7.00pm. The committee will be reviewing actions 

for the year ahead. Their new Community focused incorporated society is now formed 

so they are a good position to apply for funding for projects such as Hall upgrading or 

CCTV funding. The objectives of the new Society are broad and encompass a range of 

possibilities, from community safety and wellbeing to advocacy. If you have a com-

munity project idea please come and share it with the Committee or contact a member. 
 

The Karikari Rural Fire Brigade will deliver water across the peninsula. Charges 

are per 5,000 litres:  $130.00 for local area and $140.00 to Rangiputa . To order con-

tact Larraine: 0274501080 with your details and make payment to Bank account: 

KKFB 12 3096 0027374 00. Include name and address in reference. Please keep a 

check of your water tank regularly as you may be disappointed if same day delivery is 

not possible. Please note: there are No Sunday Deliveries.  
 

Water Deliveries are also provided by Doubtless Bay Water; 021 309 654. 
 

Whatuwhiwhi Recycling Station Summer Hours:  Until 13 Feb the Recycling Sta-

tion will be open Mon-Fri 7.30– 1pm. Weekends: 9-1pm. Make sure your recycling is 

clean please.  
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Ring Returned to Owner 
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Pete McGhee of Northland Jewelry Recoveries recently had a call from Peria resident Ray Woolf, who had 

lost a ring while gathering Tuatua on Tokerau Beach.  Pete has been metal detecting for over 35 years. In 

that time he has found and returned many hundreds of lost items to people. Rings, bracelets, phones, keys... 

most of whom had given up ever seeing their precious item again.  

Below is the story that Pete recently shared of his search for the wayward ring: 

‘On New Years Day, Ray was on Tokerau Beach engaging in that iconic Kiwi summer pursuit, digging in the 

sand for Tuatua. Regrettably, his sentimental gold and diamond ring did what so many other lost rings have 

done while gathering these tasty shellfish; it slipped from his finger into the sand, and vanished. 

A week later he left me a phone message asking if I was able to assist in finding his lost ring. I arranged to 

meet him the coming weekend and see if I could get his ring back to him. 

That's when nature intervened with a double whammy in the form of Cyclone Cody pumping waves up to 5+ 

metres onto the coast. 

Then one from left-field; the eruption of Hunga Tonga–Hunga Haʻapai  (which I heard in New Zealand, some 

2,400km away!) which sent tsunami surges out across the entire Pacific. 

.... I decided to reschedule the ring recovery for the following weekend! There was real potential for substan-

tial sand movement with these combined events, but my safety always comes first. 

The appointed morning arrived and I thank Ray for making the effort to meet me on site at dawn in order to 

catch the low tide. While he referred to photos taken on the day to sort out where he had been, I got kitted up 

to get wet. 

I set up a 'beat' of around 60m width to try and allow for any positional errors in Ray’s recollection, and 

waded out into the break. While the sea was calm for this surf-beach, the storm had brought in tonnes of loose 

weed which instantly wrapped around the detector, adding massive drag. It wasn't practical to keep lifting the 

coil out of the water every few seconds to shake it off, so I had to put up with it. It felt like I was mopping the 

ocean floor and had to change arms every few minutes. 

Added entertainment was the water being infested by loads of Eagle Rays feeding on Tuatua in the turbid wa-

ter. When I got too close, or accidentally clipped them with the coil, they would take off through the wash 

like jet fighters. I love these guys, but having to do the 'Stingray Shuffle' through the weed was really fatigu-

ing... 

I had completed about three or four sweeps across the search area when the detector sounded off on a faint 

target. There had been no trash for once, so in my mind this was going to be the ring. The hole went deeper 

and deeper, only to reveal an old lead fishing weight! I shook a basketball-sized lump of weed off the coil and 

continued on, disappointed. 

15 minutes later, another quiet tone in the headphones could 

be heard over the waves and wind. Quiet, but crisp. The 

scoop went in, missed it, another bite went deep into the bot-

tom of the hole. Check, and the sand was quiet. Whatever it 

was, was in the scoop. 

As I shook the sand and shell out through the scoop I heard 

that familiar clatter of a ring. I secured it and slogged ashore 

through the weed and rays. 

The following sequence of reactions, I have seen many times. 

Initially there is resignation in their eyes as they saw me 

walking up the beach after apparently giving up, changing to 

disbelief when I removed the ring from inside my glove, then 

amazement that the ring had actually been found, and was 

back on Rays finger. 

Some detectorists collect rings, I prefer to collect smiles.’  

 

Right: Reunited with his wedding ring of 31 years, Ray’s happy smile says it all. 

Contact Northland Ring recoveries on 021 401 626 or email, north-

landringfinder@gmail.com, or check out their Facebook Page.  



CCTV Project on-going support 

Donations are still needed to pay for 

on-going maintenance etc. 

Pleae make your donation to Karikari 

Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers 

Association: CCTV Project ASB 12-

3096-0082138-56 

Include your name and CCTV for 

reference.  

Email: cctvkarikari@gmail.com 

Major Supporters – FMG , Merid-

ian Energy , Top Energy, Northland 

CCTV,  Far North District Council. 

1. Lodge an incident report with 

the Police on the Crime Reporting 

Line: 105 

2. Send an email to cctvkari-

kari@gmail.com or contact North-

land CCTV 09 407 8788 with the 

following information:  

 - Your name 

 - Address 

 - Incident number (from Police) 

 - Your contact details 

 - Incident date and approx time-

frames  

- Brief explanation of incident and 

what you want them to look for. 

3. The CCTV monitoring team (Based at 

Kaitaia Police Station), will respond to 

your query and begin the search. This 

may take up to 3-4 business days due to 

workload.  

4. The CCTV Team will respond with 

outcomes and if applicable will provide 

footage/images to police to accompany 

the file. Footage will be provided on a 

case-by-case basis. The Team must ad-

here to privacy policies and procedures 

and must ensure all information is pro-

vided in the strictest of confidence. 

Process for Accessing CCTV Footage: 
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Free -View Installation and  

Servicing 

 
Over 20 years experience in the Far North 

We provide Quality Work and Materials. 

Ph Dave 027 496 5278 

Email:  

topend.antenna.ltd@gmail.com 

 

Bay Heights Upholstery 

 

Marine - Domestic - Automo-

tive - Squabs -  Boat-covers -   

Zip replacements.  

Contact John  

09 408 7478  

72 Bay Heights Drive,  

Whatuwhiwhi  

Left: Dawn  breaks over Tokerau Beach. 

If you look carefully you can see the 

figure of Pete as he searches for Ray’s 

missing ring. 

Thanks Ray for the photo. 

mailto:cctvkarikari@gmail.com
mailto:cctvkarikari@gmail.com
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Matt and Sarah Maraki are thrilled to be taking the reins 

from the well-known Urlich family as they begin opera-

tions as Doubtless Bay Ready-Mix and Doubtless Bay 

Water.  Their first loads of concrete have gone out al-

ready, and the phone has begun ringing; a positive sign.  

At a BBQ held at the  Simon Urlich Rd concrete plant, 

Randolph and Karen Urlich formally signed the lease of 

the concrete plant over to Matt and Sarah. 

Matt Maraki has had many years of experience in the 

concrete field, which he feels will hold him in good stead 

as he begins work from the Peninsula. He worked with 

allied Concrete for three years as their operations man-

ager in Whangarei and Kerikeri, and is a qualified 

Batcher and Tester, and has just come from Toll Petro-

leum as their Business Manager.  

Matt is pleased with the set-up at the Urlich Yard. “It is 

well appointed and will be great to work with,” he said. 

Matt and Sarah have purchased Doubtless Bay Water 

from the Urlichs and this will be a separate business. 

Concrete and water deliveries will be Matt’s main focus 

at first, but he is a man of vision and hopes to expand the 

business as time goes on. 

He said he is looking forward to having a family-based 

local operation to throw his energies into. After time in 

the corporate world he is delighted to be reconnecting 

with a local community.  

Waikura Landscaping and Native Plant Services Ltd.       
Native plants for beautification and protection of wet-

lands, lifestyle blocks, dunes, lakes, hedging, wind breaks 

and more. Ph Sana on 0212167720. 
 

Fresh Faces at the Concrete Plant  

Right:  

At a small ceremony at 

the Yard in Simon 

Urlich Rd, Randolph 

congratulated Matt on  

taking over the opera-

tions of the Water De-

liveries and the lease 

of the Concrete Plant. 

Above: the BBQ was a great opportunity for local con-

tractors to get together and meet with Matt and Sarah.  

‘I’m looking forward to a future of good things and 

more opportunities to celebrate like this,’ Matt said.  
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 Doubtless Bay Water 
Is under new management.  

Contact Matt and Sarah Maraki 021 309 654 

 

 

 

Concrete Services and 

Digger Hire 

 

Steve and Tracy wish Matt 

and Sarah  

all the best in their new 

venture. 

Call Steve  

021 085 37396 
 

Karen and Randolph Urlich are delighted that a young and enthusiastic cou-

ple are taking over the lease of their family business.  

Their workshop was built in 2000, when R & K Urlich Ltd gained the con-

tract for doing the earthworks for Carrington Estate. The company worked 

on developing both the golf course and the winery. 

A few years later the Urlichs established their first concrete plant and oper-

ated this for close on five years. It was then sold to Allied, who closed it 

down. 

Five years ago, Randolph decided to resurrect the plant, but the couple now 

feel it is time to call it quits. 

Randolph and Karen had a vision of supplying a service to the community, 

with the intention to offer employment to locals.  

They are delighted that Matt is planning to do the same.  

They have sold the water delivery operation to Matt and Sarah, and this will 

be a stand-alone business.  

 

 
Far North Decorative Concrete  

 
Are pleased to support Matt and 

Sarah in their new venture. 
 

Phone Ivan   
021 1163 819 

Right: 

It’s all action at the  

Concrete Plant! 



This is a great time of year to investigate the night sky and learn 

more about the constellations, planets and stars that inhabit it. 

Take a blanket and the kids, and spend some time lying out un-

der the stars and see what you can identify. 

There are a number of websites, and Facebook pages, that can 

help with learning more about the night sky. Check out Face-

book page Far North Sky - they advise on any unique happen-

ings such as visibility of the International Space Station or the 

Starlink Satellites and have a monthly article full of information 

about what people can expect to see here in the Far North.  

The Royal Astronomical Society of New Zealand has full and 

detailed information to guide you  in deciphering the stars 

above. Have a look at their website for downloadable maps etc; 

www.rasnz.org.nz 

The Stardome page also provides monthly charts for night sky 

exploring. Go to www.stardome.org.nz to see these and guid-

ance on how to use them.  

Pick up your delicious 

fresh eggs from Sel.  

1406B Inland Rd; first on 

the left down the driveway. 

Say hi to the free-range 

chickens on the way.  

Phone Sel 406 7969.  

What’s up there? 

Karikari Garden Club 
The garden club began the year with their AGM on the  1st 

February.   

The Annual Subscription to join the club is $10 and all are 

welcome.  

Below: The club enjoy informal gatherings and usually have 

a vote for the best flower of the day. 
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To enable the Fire Brigade and other emergency ser-

vices to reach your property: 

Make sure your driveway is at least 4x4 metres 

wide. 

Clearly signpost your rural property with its 

RAPID property number. 

Ensure there’s an adequate water supply for fire 

and emergency services. 

 

Defibrillators: these can be accessed at Bayview 

Store, Whatuwhiwhi; Karikari Peninsula Hall, and at 

White Sands Motel, Rangiputa. 

Steve’s Outboard Service:  

For service and repairs to outboards. Also 

stockists of outboard motor oils 2&4 stroke, 

Verado & E-Tech oil at rrp. 

Phone  

406 7735 or 027 331 8801 

154 Inland Road Tires:  

 
Tyre supplies, including 

bikes. Alignment, wheel bal-

ancing and puncture repairs.  

Get your fresh veges/fruit 

at the same time!   
 

Ph 027 748 9402 or  

09 4067656. 

Seaweed Tea for the Garden 
Seaweed is rich in trace elements and potassium, which makes it ideal to 

add to compost in its raw state, to work in as a mulch, or to create a liquid 

fertiliser. This is really easy to do and your plants will be thankful for it; 

seaweed fertiliser releases about 60 nutrients that plants can benefit from. 

1. Gather seaweed and give it a quick rinse. 

2. Fill a bucket or barrel 3/4 with water. Add as much seaweed as will 

fit and leave to soak. 

3. Stir the seaweed mix every few days. 

4. Allow to soak for several months—it is ready to use when there is no 

smell of ammonia.  

5. When it is ready dilute three parts water to one of seaweed tea. Use 

as needed on your plants and watch them jump for joy. 

Thanks to Barbara Gibson for the photo and idea for this article. 

Do you enjoy books, puzzles, meeting people? 

 

Help is needed this year in the Karikari Community Library 

Please call Ere on 09 4087197 if you can give a few hours a month 

for this valuable community service.  



 

 

 

“Paint Revivers.”  

Local painter with 30 years experience 

for all your Interior, Exterior and Sand-

blasting needs. Contact Cam 

for a free quote.  

021 1559066. 

Absolute Gasfitting Ltd 
 

We are located in both Whangarei and  

Doubtless Bay. 

For all your supply and installation of gas appli-

ances including hobs and califonts  

contact Bruce Rowland:  

Registered Certifying Gasfitter 

Ph 021 771 889 / 09 459 4549                                                                

Or email: absolutegasfit@gmail.com 

On-Site Services:  

I Come To You.  

 
All W.O.F repairs; Engine full 

service; Auto Transmission full 

service; Outboard motor services. 

Trailer repairs, welding services. 

Vehicle recovery. Cheap rates half 

the cost of garages.  Glen also 

does house renovations; Water 

blasting houses, cleaning gutters, 

painting and minor alterations.  

Ph Glen 022 5040 971 

A text message is preferred with 

your name or leave a voice mail. 

He will get back to you as soon as 

possible. 

Whatuwhiwhi Top 10 Holiday Park  
Whatuwhiwhi TOP 10 Holiday Park casual showers & laundry facilities 

will be available after Waitangi Weekend.  

DIVE TANK FILLS: SUMMER 2022 Monday to Sunday between 8am-

1pm & 4pm-5pm ONLY. $10.00 PER FILL. TOP 10 Members only pay 

$6.00.  

VACCINE PASS ASSISTANCE Whatuwhiwhi TOP 10 Holiday Park can 

laminate your vaccine pass. We charge $3 a page. $4 if you need us to 

print out your document. 11am -3pm Monday –Saturday only. 

Summer Hours: Monday -Saturday 8am -7pm; Sundays -9am -6pm; All 

other Public Holidays 9am -4pm. Office: 09 408 720 

Please park outside the gate and walk up to the office.  

Korari Ora 

 

Learn the art of flax weaving: 

Open to beginners, intermediate 

and advanced, one-to-one classes or 

groups. 

 

Ph Nina 021 0380 394 

The Karikari Community  

Library  
 

Can you help? Phone Ere if you can help a 

few hours a month. 

09 408 7197 
 

Disclaimer: The Editors of Karikari Panui take 

no responsibility for the claims of any advertisers 

or veracity of any information supplied to them.  

Mother’s Union:  
Karikari Peninsula  

 

Contact Caroline Snowden 408 

7919/021 023 44336 or  

Norma Stephens 027 2927 009     

DO YOU NEED SOMEONE TO 

TALK TO?  

 

DO YOU FEEL ISOLATED, 

TRAPPED OR ANXIOUS? 

 

Experienced Counsellor and Life Coach 

offers confidential sessions on Zoom/

Skype/FaceTime/ Whats App Video 

with sliding scale of session fees.  

25% discount off website rates.  

 

 

Contact Irena: 

Irena@EmbracingOurChoices.com 

and/or visit 

www.EmbracingOurChoices.com. 
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Clubs and Activities . 
These do not incur a charge for publication, although an occasional koha would not be turned away  

All Saints Anglican Church (off Wairahoraho Rd) No services at present. Phone Rev. Robert 
Urlich   09 946 7564.  
Karikari Book Club: Ph Mary 027 490 7607. 2nd Weds of month at 7pm. An informal and re-
laxed group who share their enjoyment of reading books and the occasional movie. Starting 
again, Weds 9th of February.  
Karikari Community Library: Open Thursdays 10am-1pm at the Hall. Come and get your 
summer reading supplies. $2 a year subscription. New books, Puzzles, DVDs and magazines in 
regularly. Help is needed in the library—phone Ere 09 408 7197. 
Karikari Crafters: Beginning again 21st of February 2022. Phone Barbara 021 1864 442 or 
Leanne 021 1138 139 for information. 
Karikari Garden Club: 1st Tuesday of the month.  Contact Debera 027 4437 169 or Leigh 021 
1181 094.  
Karikari Indoor Bowls: Karikari Community Hall; Mon + Weds from 12:45 pm. For more infor-
mation contact Dot 027 4867 486. Beginning again March 2022. 
Karikari Hall Committee: meets first Tuesday of the month at 5pm at the hall. Chairper-
son: Bertha Yerkovich. Secretary and Bookings: Leona Steel; 021 026 72159. 
Karikari Peninsula Residents and Ratepayers Association:  Chairperson: Brian Page; 09 408 
7197 or 027 322 1652. Deputy-chair: Glenys Urlich; Treasurer/Secretary: Lesley McCormick; 
027 7413230. Meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm at the Hall. All are welcome. 
Subs are $15 a year per family. Pay to: ASB 12-3096-0082138-01. Please include your family 
name as reference. 
Line dancing: Karikari Community Hall; Intermediate: Sunday 10.30am; Beginners: Thursdays 
at 10:30am. Gold coin Koha. Tutor:  Joy Hatcher. Mobile 021 407 855.  Great fun and easy be-
ginner's dances.  Social and fun interaction for all ages. 
Tai Chi for Health: In recess at present. 

Te Roopu Raranga Tahi o Whatuwhiwhi (weaving together). Fortnightly at the Karikari 

Community Hall.  Kai and gold coin koha for the Hall. Contact Barbara 021 186 4442 or  Mere-
ana 027 254 8334. Starting again 14th February. 
Tuatua Tavern: opening hours are 4pm to midnight Mon to Fri with an 11am opening Sat and 
Sun.  Food Caravan hours are roughly similar hours. 

Amiee's Bakes 

Unique home-baked cakes and 

breads made to order with atten-

tion to flavour and flare.  

Amy specializes in making 

yummy breads and cakes the old 

fashioned way.  

Contact Amy to order and discuss 

delivery or pick-up options. 

Ph 021 022 61486. 

 

Bach Care 
For all your holiday home and 

rental needs on our stunning 

Karikari Peninsula. 

From managing your holiday 

home, greeting guests, full home 

cleaning, liaising with tradies to 

ordering linen. 

Lets have a chat. 

Phone Nina 021 038 0394 
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